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Dear Parishioners of the Heart of Mary Cluster, 

As Christians we are a people of faith, hope and 
love.  These are known as the theological virtues.  
The strength of those virtues has been tested as 
we have lived through a global pandemic and 
continue to learn how to live with a virus that continues to 
mutate,  challenging scientists and adding burden to the lives 
of those who work in health care.  We pray for an end to the 
pandemic, healing for all those who are sick and strength for 
all health care workers.   

Our worship and community events were impacted by the 
pandemic.  You will notice some of the impact on our        
activities reflected in the pages of this report.   

However, I’m happy to say that we are coming back!  It has 
been heartening to see more and more people returning to 
Mass over the past few months.   As vaccines have become 
more readily available, we have reduced our mitigation 
measures.  Most everything has returned to “normal.”     
Missalettes and music books are available again, choirs have 
returned, we’re looking for more people to serve as greeters 
and ministers of hospitality now that we’re passing the      
collection basket and having people bring up the gifts at the 
offertory.  We plan to bring altar servers back during Lent.   
Masks are not required, except for those distributing the   
Eucharist.  (Although we do encourage those who have not 
been vaccinated as well as those at higher risk for serious 
illness to wear a mask to protect themselves and others.)   

I invite all to join us for our Christmas Masses: 

Friday, Dec. 24 - St. Mary, Vinton - 4:00 p.m. 

Friday, Dec. 24 - St. Mary, Urbana - 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday, Dec. 25 - Sacred Heart, Walker - 8:00 a.m. 

Saturday, Dec. 25 - St. Mary, Urbana - 9:30 a.m. 

Please note that there will NOT be a 5:15 Mass in                      
Walker on Saturday, Dec. 25th.   

As we eagerly await to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord and Savior, I pray that each of us will continue to grow 
in faith, hope and love and that all will feel welcome in our 
parishes.   May God continue to bless and guide us! 

In the peace of Christ, 
Marcia Reilly 

Parish Life Coordinator 

Heavenly Father,  

You give us this blessed season of Advent  

as a gift of time to prepare  

for the coming of the Christ Child.  

But all too often we turn this gift into  

a source of frenzy, stress and anxiety;  

a time where we’re apt to prepare  

for a Christmas celebration  

looking perfect on the outside,  

but spiritually exhausting and  

without true meaning.  

Restore in us that inherent quest  

for quiet expectation and hope.   

Show us the way to a more peaceful,  

prayerful disposition that makes us  

more open to a conversion of heart.  

And give us the courage to let go of things  

that are ultimately unimportant  

to the true meaning of Christmas.  

Help us be good stewards of this Advent season,  

so that on the Feast of the Nativity,  

we will be ready with our own sacred space  

for the arrival of your Son, Jesus Christ,  

in whose name we now pray.  Amen.   
 

Source:  www.catholicstewardship.com 
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Food Pantry 
The parishes of Sacred Heart, Walker 
and St. Mary, Urbana each have a 
food pantry on site.  If you or some-
one you know is in need of food, 
please call the parish office, so we can 
connect you with the volunteers who 
meet with our clients.   

 St. Mary, Urbana—Dawn Atkinson 
 Sacred Heart—Gloria Loughren, 

Joyce & Larry Conrad, Betty 
Gottschalk, Jane Meisheid, Janet 
& Randy Weekly. 

Quick Reference Information 

Baptism 
Parents desiring to have their child 
baptized need to be registered mem-
bers of one of our parishes or provide 
a letter from the pastor of the parish 
where they are registered. 
 

Parents need to attend a baptism class 
to prepare for their child’s baptism.  
The class is held the second Monday 
of the month, rotating between our 
three parishes.  Please call the office 
to register. 
 

Baptisms typically are celebrated dur-
ing Mass per the following schedule: 
 

 1st and 3rd Sundays in Walker & 
Urbana 

 2nd and 4th Sundays in Vinton 
 

Canon law requires the child have one 
confirmed, practicing Catholic as a 
godparent.  If there is more than one 
godparent, canon law requires that 
one of the godparents be male and 
the other female. 

Are you or is someone you know  
interested in becoming Catholic?  Or 

are you an adult Catholic who has  
never been confirmed and wishes to 
receive the sacrament?  If so, please 

contact Marcia Reilly. 

Hall Rental 
Looking for a place to have your next 
family reunion or to host a birthday or 
graduation party?  Parishioners may 
rent the hall at any of our parishes.  
We will also rent the hall to non-
parishioners at a slightly higher rate.  
The gathering space in Vinton may also 
be rented.  Please call the  office to 
check on fees and availability. 

In the hospital?  Please let us know!  If 
you or a family member is admitted to 
the hospital, please let us know.  
HIPAA laws, which govern the privacy 
and security of health information,   
prevent hospitals from openly sharing 
patient information.  Fr. Jim and    
Marcia visit parishioners in the         
hospital if they are aware of their stay.   

Prayer lists…  If you or a family     
member wishes to be added to the    
prayer list, please call the office to let 
us know.  We MUST have the            
permission of the person to add them 
to the list, or if they are unable to 
speak for themselves, the permission 
of an immediate family member. 

Thinking about the priesthood or  
religious life?   

Fr. Jim or Marcia can help you get  
connected to the right people to    

continue your discernment, or you 
may contact Fr. John Seda, Vocation 

Director for the Archdiocese of Dubu-
que.  Call Fr. Seda at 515-292-1192 or 
e-mail him at dbqcvo@dbqarch.org 

Bookmark our website:   heartofmary.org 

Like us on Facebook:   
    www.facebook.com/Heart-of-Mary-Cluster-Catholic-Churches 

Marriage 
Please contact Dcn. Steve at least one 
year in advance to schedule your date 
and begin preparations.  There is a  
facility fee of $100 for parishioners or 
$300 for non-parishioners. 
Learn more at http://heartofmary.org/
marriage 

Anointing of the Sick 
Once a year, we celebrate the Sacra-
ment of Anointing of the Sick following 
Mass for anyone with a chronic illness 
(physical or mental).  Those of 
“advanced age” may also receive the 
sacrament, even if not ill.  Please    
contact Fr. Jim if you wish to receive 
the sacrament at another time. 

Do you need an annulment for a previ-
ous marriage or do you have questions 
about the process? Call Marcia Reilly 
to learn more or to begin the process. 

Religious Education Class times 
(All meet on Wednesday evenings) 

Center Point-Urbana at St. Mary, Urbana 

 K-4th grade:  6:00 pm-7:15 pm 
 5th-8th grade:  7:30 pm-8:45 pm 
 

Vinton-Shellsburg at St. Mary, Vinton  

 K-5th grade: 3:45 pm-5:00 pm 

 6th-12th grade: 6:45 pm-8:00 pm 
 

North Linn at Sacred Heart, Walker 
 K-6th grade: 4:00 pm-5:15 pm 

 7th-12 grade AND CPU High 
School:  7:15 pm-8:30pm at Walker 

Weather cancellations 

Faith Formation (FF) Classes 

 If school is cancelled or dismissed 
early due to inclement weather,  
FF classes will be cancelled. 

 Announcements will be submitted 
to KCRG, KGAN and KWWL.  We 
will also share the information on  
our website (heartofmary.org) and 
Facebook page. 

Mass 

 If Mass is cancelled on a Saturday 
or Sunday due to weather,         
announcements will be submitted 
to KCRG, KGAN and KWWL.  An      
announcement will also be posted 
on our website and Facebook. 

Religious Education Tuition 
One child—$80; Two children—$130; 
Three or more children/family—$160 
 

Sacramental fees:  $25 for First Com-
munion year; $35 for Confirmation.   
 

Snack fee $10 for SHW K-6 & SMV K-5 

Bulletin submissions are due by the 
end of the day on Tuesday.  E-mail to 

heartofmarycluster@gmail.com 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Fr. Jim is typically available for the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 20 
minutes before the weekend Masses.  
If you would like to arrange to receive 
the sacrament at another time, please 
contact Fr. Jim. 
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Marcia Reilly 

Parish Life Coordinator 

m.reilly@dbqarch.org 

Cell:  319-310-1772 

Fr. Jim Brokman 

Sacramental Priest 

dbqhc1@dbqarch.org 

Deacon Steve Ford 

Permanent Deacon 

DBQ203D@dbqarch.org 

Cell: 319-310-3433 

Danielle Franck 
Coordinator of Youth  

Ministry (gr. 6-12) 
d.franck@dbqarch.org 
Office:  319-448-4241 

Jeannie Springer 
Business Manager for Cluster  

and St. Mary, Vinton 
dbq203sec@dbqarch.org 

Office:  319-472-3368 

Nancy Dobney 
Business Manager for  
St. Mary, Urbana and  
Sacred Heart, Walker 

dbq207bm@dbqarch.org 
Office:  319-448-4241 

Mary Pat Muhlena 
Coordinator of Faith  
Formation (gr. K-5) 

m.muhlena@dbqarch.org 
Office:  319-472-3368 

I am comforted and challenged by the third Luminous Mystery:  the Proclamation 
of the Kingdom and the Call to Conversion.  In Mark’s Gospel, the first words   
Jesus says are “This is the time of fulfillment.  The kingdom of God is at hand.  
Repent, and believe in the gospel.” (Mk 1:15)   This helps me to see our present 
time differently, more aware of God’s presence.  God’s kingdom is already here, 
but not yet fully.  It also gives me hope for the future that awaits us as followers 
of Christ. 

Were it not for Pentecost (The Descent of the Holy Spirit Upon 
Mary and the Apostles) all the others would mean little.  Further, if 
one has eyes to see, the Holy Spirit can be found in each of the 
other nineteen mysteries.  Finally, it's the Holy Spirit who sanctifies 
us and draws us into a life of holiness through the gifts of 
faith, hope, and love. 

Crowning with Thorns. Since I get migraines, I can imagine the pain 
and then add the humiliation from the soldiers, this one touches me 
more than all the others.   The Sorrowful Mysteries have always 
moved me to meditate on what Christ did out of love for us, paying 
a price we could never pay.   

I chose The Resurrection from The Glorious Mysteries because, if the     
Rosary is meant to help us meditate on the Gospel narrative and the     
impact of Jesus' life on the world, then this mystery in some ways sums up 
the whole message. It tells us that Jesus was not just a good man or a  
powerful prophet but, indeed, God's son who not only died for us but   
conquered death so that we might have the hope of joining him in heaven.  

My favorite mystery of the rosary is the 5th Luminous Mystery:     
the Institution of the Eucharist. I chose this because I find myself 
feeling moved by the Holy Spirit at almost every Mass when the 
prayers are said that transform the bread and wine into the Body 
and Blood of Christ. Hearing the words repeated that Jesus spoke 
to the Apostles at the Last Supper is an important reminder to me 
of all that Jesus gave up for our salvation.   

Agony in the garden.  My mother held the prayer of the rosary very dear to 
our family. We didn't just pray the Hail Mary's; we had a booklet that had a 
reflection and an examination of our conscience for every bead. It really 
made the rosary come to life and made me think about what kind of person 
I am or want to be. I relate to Jesus agonizing in the garden and not wanting 
to face what was to come. I feel he can relate to us so well because he went 
through it all just like we do. He knows my pain and sadness and is with me. 

I chose The Annunciation of the Joyful Mysteries because it 
was the beginning of our redemption.  Mary put her faith in 
God and said “yes” to His plan for her and for mankind.  

Heart of Mary staff members answer the question:   
“What is your favorite mystery of the rosary and why? 
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Pastoral councils consist of laity who, together with the Pastor, or in our case, the Parish Life Coordinator, 
are called to envision and plan for the future of the parish as it meets the pastoral needs of the people of 
God.  In Vision 2000, a planning document developed for the Archdiocese of Dubuque, the planning 
role of a parish pastoral council is described as follows: 
 

Planning is critical to the growth and vitality of a parish or cluster of parishes. Having a plan sets 
a forward direction for a parish. It focuses the energies of staff, committees, and volunteers to-
ward common goals, and provides a means of accountability. The parish council has, as one of 
its major functions, the responsibility for planning in the parish. 
 

Responsibilities of pastoral councils include the following: 
 To listen to and represent the wisdom of parishioners and parish staff as part of the planning process. 

 To determine priorities and develop a plan for both implementing and evaluating them. 
 To develop goals and objectives which further the mission of the parish. 

 To evaluate regularly the goals and objectives of the council and its subgroups. 
 To recommend policies which are supportive of the mission of the parish. 

 To call forth the gifts of individuals and groups/committees in the parish to carry out its mission. 
 

The parish pastoral council is an advisory body to the Pastor/Parish Life Coordinator. 
 

Registered members of the parish who are baptized, confirmed and practicing Catholics in good standing 
with the Church are eligible to serve on the pastoral council.    

Parish Leadership 

St. Mary, Vinton Pastoral Council 

Name Office E-mail Term End Date 

JR Schemmel Chair jr52349@yahoo.com 6/30/2022 

Ryan Allsup Vice-chair rkallsup@gmail.com 6/30/2024 

Stacey Happel Secretary stacey1387@hotmail.com 6/30/2022 

Cindy Forsyth  Cindy.forsyth30@gmail.com 6/30/2023 

Billy Ollinger  billy.ollinger@gmail.com 6/30/2023 

Danise Shannon  eija5393@gmail.com 6/30/2022 

Colman Silbernagel  ctsilbernagel@gmail.com 6/30/2024 

Melissa Tandy  mtandy92@gmail.com 6/30/2024 

Jeannie Springer Business Manager dbq203sec@dbqarch.org NA 

Marcia Reilly Parish Life Coordinator m.reilly@dbqarch.org NA 

Mass: 
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. 
 

Adoration: 
Tuesday 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.  
(until 6 p.m. during winter 
months) 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday 
    8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Friday  
    8:30 a.m. - Noon 

2021-2022 Council  Front Row: JR Schemmel, Ryan Allsup,  
Colman Silbernagel, Billy Ollinger.  Back Row:  Marcia Reilly,  

Cindy Forsyth, Stacey Happel, Danise Shannon.   
Not pictured:  Melissa Tandy, Jeannie Springer 

St. Mary, Vinton was founded in 1878.  The present  church 
was completed and dedicated in 1968.  The addition of the 
gathering space was completed and dedicated in 2013. 
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St. Mary, Urbana Pastoral Council 

Office Hours: 
Wed.  8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 

(Please see office hours 
in Walker for the other 

days of the week) 

Name Office E-mail Term End Date 

Todd Peterson Chair toddamber_peterson@msn.com 6/30/2023 

Annie Brustkern Vice-chair abrustkern@hotmail.com 6/30/2024 

Samantha Fish Secretary jsfish3216@gmail.com 6/30/2022 

Jason Jaquette  jasonphi448@yahoo.com 6/30/2024 

Michele Koppedryer  mnmkopp@fmtcs.com 6/30/2023 

Dave Oldakowski  dfoldakowski@gmail.com 6/30/2023 

Nancy Dobney Business Manager dbq207bm@dbqarch.org NA 

Marcia Reilly Parish Life Coordinator m.reilly@dbqarch.org NA 

Sacred Heart, Walker Pastoral Council 

2021-2022 
Council Members: 

Front Row:  Kerry Peyton, Janet Weekly, 
Jim Meisheid 
Back Row:   Brenda Dorothy, Marcia    
Reilly, Barry Hatch, Terry Devereux 
Not pictured:  Nancy Dobney 

Name Office E-mail Term End Date 

Barry Hatch Chair bhatch0045@yahoo.com 6/30/2022 

Jim Meisheid Vice-chair meishjim@live.com 6/30/2023 

Kerry Peyton Secretary kerry0120@aol.com 6/30/2022 

Terry Devereux  terry43@windstream.net 6/30/2024 

Brenda Dorothy  bmlansing7@aol.com 6/30/2024 

Janet Weekly  janetweekly@iowatelecom.net 6/30/2023 

Nancy Dobney Business Manager dbq207bm@dbqarch.org NA 

Marcia Reilly Parish Life Coordinator m.reilly@dbqarch.org NA 

Mass: 

Saturday - 5:15 p.m. 

Office Hours: 
  Mon., Tues, Thurs.: 
      8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
  Friday: 
      8:30 a.m. - Noon 
(Staff in Urbana on Wed.) 

2021-2022 
Council Members 

Front Row:  Annie Brust-
kern, Michele Koppedryer, 
Sam Fish.  Back Row: Jason       
Jaquette, Todd Peterson, 
Marcia Reilly, Dave 
Oldakowski.   Not pictured: 
Nancy Dobney  

St. Mary, Urbana was  
founded in 1872.  The 

current church was built 
and dedicated in 1969. 

Sacred Heart was founded in 
1885 and the church was built in 
1887.  The current parish center 
was completed in 1985. 

Mass: 
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. 
 

Morning prayer: 
Wednesday - 8:30 a.m. 
followed by Bible Study 
until 10:00 a.m.       
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Faith Formation 

Name Office E-mail Term End Date Parish 

Barb West Chair bwestotr@gmail.com 6/30/2022 SHW 

Holly Ollinger Vice-chair hollyollinger@yahoo.com 6/30/2022 SMV 

Sheila Medvedjevs Secretary smedvedjevs@gmail.com 6/30/2023 SMV 

Dennis Dorothy  bmlansing7@aol.com 6/30/2023 SHW 

Jana Kelly  janakelly06@gmail.com 6/30/2023 SMU 

John Kemp  jjkemp70@msn.com 6/30/2024 SMV 

Tara Kress  bthkress@hotmail.com 6/30/2024 SMU 

Linda Sturbaum  lj1206776@aol.com 6/30/2023 SHW 

Kelli Westendorf  kelli.westendorf@gmail.com 6/30/2022 SMU 

Mary Pat Muhlena — Coordinator of Faith Formation dbq203ff@dbqarch.org NA 

Danielle Franck — Coordinator of Youth Ministry dbq203ym@dbqarch.org NA 

Marcia Reilly Parish Life Coordinator m.reilly@dbqarch.org NA — 

 

The Faith Formation Commission (FFC) is one of six stand-
ing committees of the pastoral council.  The purpose of 
the FFC is to develop and oversee a comprehensive cate-
chetical plan for the parish/cluster to provide for the life-
long faith formation and catechesis of all its members.   
In other words, faith formation is, or should be, about 
much more than the religious education of our youth.  As 
adults, we also need to continue to grow in the 
knowledge and understanding of our faith so that we will 
be equipped to pass it on to future generations.  

Congratulations to the six members of our cluster who 
completed IMPACT, the two-year lay formation program 
for the Archdiocese of Dubuque in May 2021.  They were         
recognized and commissioned at a special Mass             
celebrated on Saturday, May 1st at St. Joseph parish in 
Elkader. 
Pictured: Front row:  Sheila Medvedjevs, Larry Conrad, 
Kris Meier.  Back row:  Joyce Conrad, Melissa Jessen,   
Nancy Levis.                                                                                        
Three parishioners from our cluster began IMPACT this 
fall at St. Mark Church in Iowa Falls. They include: Shelley 
Haisman, Carrie Weber and Joe Wehage.                                                                     

Vacation Bible School… 
In a Box??? 

The pandemic called us to re-think our   
ministries in many ways.  With restrictions 

on gatherings in 2020, Mary Pat Muhlena, Coordinator of 
Faith Formation and Brenda Kowalsky, former Coord. of 
Youth Ministry, collaborated to create “Vacation Bible 
School In a Box.”  VBS In a Box included a collection of   
Bible stories, activities, crafts and even snacks that          
families could go through together at home.   The theme 
was “Three parishes, one cluster:  All—Together– One 
Church. “  Participants traveled through the Acts of the 
Apostles to discover how the early church was formed 
and also were given a chance to make some fun              
discoveries about our cluster and their parish.                 
Pictured below are a couple families who had fun coloring 
“Flat Mary” and taking her on adventures.   

A glimpse into happenings at Faith Formation… 
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First Communions in the Heart of Mary Cluster 

Gretchen Aberle Matthew Barth Hazel Benesch Hazel Brecht Grady Cress 

Lila Cue Ashlin Duffy Mya Etringer Nolan Fish Kenzeth Heffernan 

Megan Jeray-Geiger Eliza Kearns Bryna Kelly Gradee Klein 

Lucy Krebsbach Ella Lacey Drake Lawrence Cora McGraw 
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Due to Covid-19, First Communions looked a little different again this year, 

with first communion celebrations spread out throughout the Easter      

season rather than having large group celebrations.   But the young people 

didn’t seem to mind.  They still got to receive Jesus! 

Claire McShane Jaxon Miller Lily Mossman Severino Rodriguez Makenzie Sarrels 

Ava Schmidt Lillian Skretta Gabe Small Landon Smith Mia Souer 

Cooper & Charli Spore Alice Stanek Katherine Turnis Cooper Wegmann 

Oliver Westendorf 
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Confirmed in the Catholic Faith 

The sacrament of Confirmation celebrates the completion of Baptism and a new outpouring of the Holy Spirit, given 
through anointing with Sacred Chrism, accompanied by the laying on of hands and prayer, which strengthens the    
faithful as members of the Church to spread and defend the Catholic Faith by word and deed.    

In the Heart of Mary cluster, the confirmation preparation program is offered every other year for students in 10th and 
11th grade registered at St. Mary, Vinton and the following year it is offered for sophomores and juniors registered at 
Sacred Heart, Walker and St. Mary, Urbana.   

In the spring of 2021, fifty-two students from Sacred Heart, Walker and St. Mary, Urbana were confirmed by                  
Archbishop Michal Jackels.  Due to Covid restrictions, we were not allowed to take group photos.  However, we are 
pleased to share their individual photos with you. 

Lauren Antes Ethan Arnold Sam Arnold Dillon Bauer Jaden Benesh Joe Beuter Cael Bridgewater 

Gavin Brincks Jaye Brooker Christian Burkhart Nick Childers Brady Conway Koby Crabtree Emma Demuth 

Dakota Dudley Dylan Dudley Carter Eilers Carter Folkers Jon Grundmeyer Braylon Havel Hanah Heiderscheit 

Abby Holthaus Collin Hoskins Kora Katcher Ryan Keller Lizzie Kilburg Kennedy Kisling Ethan Kress 

Kyle Kress Nathan Kurt Olivia Lawrence Sarah Manely Conner Mathis Trey McEnany Brandon Miller 
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Lance Miller Landon Miller Sam Rechkemmer Alaynah Rieck Owen Rider Kortlan Schledewitz Jenna Short 

Kailey Spurlock Alivia Sweeney Samantha Taylor Jared Tobin Chloe VanEtten Logan Ward Elise Ware 

Amber West Jaclyn Wooldridge Ali Zittergruen 

Liturgy 

The Liturgy Committee assists Fr. Brokman and Marcia 
Reilly in facilitating the communal prayer in our cluster 
with the celebration of Eucharist as the source and  
summit of our Christian life.   The purpose of the liturgy 
committee is to nourish and give direction to the        
liturgical worship of our parishes, including the           
elements of spirituality, music, environment, liturgical 
ministers and attention to liturgical norms.   

Liturgy Committee Members 

Name Parish E-mail 

Ruth Dolan SHW rdolan1955@gmail.com 

Monica Funk* SMV monicafunk1971@gmail.com 

Betty Gottschalk SHW lbgotts@windstream.net 

Rhonda Happel SMV rhonda_happel@hotmail.com 

Paulette Avis SMU pmhearn@gmail.com 

Sue Keller SMV skeller0117@gmail.com 

Laurie Plante SMU lplante@theghoshcenter.org 

Deb Schemmel* SMV deb52349@yahoo.com 

Peggy Weideman* SMV weidemando@mchsi.com 

Kathy Wessling* SMV iowaland@mebbs.com 

Nancy Dobney — dbq207bm@dbqarch.org 

Fr. Jim Brokman — dbqhc1@dbqarch.org 

Marcia Reilly — m.reilly@dbqarch.org 

*Musicians from SMV rotate attendance at our meetings. 

Living through a pandemic is not some-
thing that any of us will soon forget!  Our 
liturgical celebrations took on a different 
feel as we implemented various mitiga-
tion efforts to try to keep everyone safe, 
including spraying down the pews after 
each Mass as shown here. 

 

As vaccines became more readily available,                 
Archbishop Jackels announced that the dispensation 
which excused Catholics in the Archdiocese of Dubuque 
from participating at Sunday Mass in church would     
expire on June 5, 2021.   With the end of the dispensa-
tion, more of the faithful began to return to in-person 
Mass.  We also began to gradually reduce our mitigation 
efforts.  We continue to encourage everyone to exercise 
caution, but are happy to be returning to ‘normal.’ 

In order to successfully return to normal, we need your 
help!  Please call the office or talk to Marcia after Mass if 
you would be willing to assist with a liturgical ministry.  We 
could especially use more choir members and musicians at 
Walker and Urbana, and all three parishes are in need of 
greeters as well as ministers of hospitality/ushers.   
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The role of the Stewardship/Discipleship Committee is to 
encourage parishioners to exercise stewardship as an 
expression of gratitude to God and as a way of life for 
disciples of Christ.  Among the functions of this                    
committee are the following: 
-To foster a sense of belonging to and ownership of the 
parish 
-To assist with evangelization efforts 
-To encourage all to center themselves in prayer,            
especially prayer of gratitude 
-To educate the parish/cluster about stewardship 
-To work with the staff and other committees to assess 
the ministry needs of the parish/cluster 
-To assist in drawing forth the stewardship of time,     
talent and treasure from all parishioners. 

Name Parish E-mail 

Nick Weber, Chair SMV pnnweber@netins.net 

Joyce & Larry   
Conrad 

SHW lmcjdc@hotmail.com 

Rhonda Happel SMV rhonda_happel@hotmail.com 

Ellen Herman SMU Ellen.herman@fmtcs.com 

Vicki Ramsey SMU vlramsey71@gmail.com 

Erica Silbernagel SMV manternache@gmail.com 

Marcia Reilly — m.reilly@dbqarch.org 

Stewardship/Discipleship 

Discipleship Committee Members 

Parish Life 

The role of the Parish Life Committee is threefold:  
1. To offer welcome to new parishioners and to foster a 

sense of belonging for all parishioners 
2. To provide activities which build and strengthen 

community within the parish 
3. To assist the Pastor/Parish Life Coordinator in the 

pastoral care of the community. 
Examples of activities that fall under Parish Life include: 

picnics/parish festivals, potlucks, coffee & donuts,      
outreach to the elderly/homebound, marriage enrich-
ment activities and family-centered church activities and 
events. 

Parish Life activities can be as diverse and creative  
as a committee can imagine! 

In our cluster, many activities and events that would be 
classified as “Parish Life” events have been led by staff, 
individual parishioners or small groups on an ad hoc    
basis.   

It would be wonderful if each of our parishes would 
have a committee dedicated to overseeing parish life 
activities on a local level, and perhaps even collaborate 
with the other parishes in our cluster.  If this sounds 
like something you’d be interested in getting involved 
with, please contact Marcia. 

The committee members listed above are those who 
were in place as of early 2020.  With restrictions on in-
person events, the Discipleship Committee took an    
extended break in 2020-21.  
Our prayer is that we will be able to resume our work 
in the coming year with a particular focus of welcoming  
new members and welcoming back those who have 
been away for a while due to the pandemic or other 
reasons.  We’re always looking for new members with 
a fresh perspective and/or a passion to invite others 
into a deeper relationship with Christ.  Join us! 

Last year the Discipleship committee and the 
Vinton Knights of Columbus combined their 
funds to purchase copies of the book The 
Search by Chris Stefanick and Paul McCusker.  
The authors address the core questions of 
life including:  Who am I?  What do I want?  
Is there a point to my life?  The books were 
given away at our Christmas Masses.  We 
still have a few copies on hand.  Please call the office if 
you’d like one. 

Wait!  Is that a drive-thru line in Walker?!? 
Why yes, yes it is!  To our knowledge, it was the first drive-
thru in Walker.  The Sacred Heart Fall Festival committee 
decided a pandemic wasn’t going to deter them from 
keeping a tradition going and so the Sacred Heart Drive-
Thru Fall Festival was conceived.   
It was a smooth operation, with customers placing their 
order in the alley behind the parish center and then driv-
ing around to the front where volunteers brought their 
meals out to them.  We are grateful for all those who 
made the event a success, both the workers and those 
who came to support the endeavor, which included    
members of all three of our parishes as well as members 
of the surrounding community.  Way to go! 
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Social Justice Committee Members 

Name Parish E-mail 

Trish Peebles, Chair SMU tpeebles@fmtcs.com 

Angie Buck, Secretary SMU angiem.buck@gmail.com 

Dawn Atkinson SMU datkinson@fmtcs.com 

Connie & Bud Miller SHW bcamillertime@dybb.com 

Paul Scheiner SMV redbird712@gmail.com 

Connie Ternus SMV tntfarms@aol.com 

Leo Wobeter SMV lljjj@hotmail.com 

Marcia Reilly — m.reilly@dbqarch.org 

The purpose of the Social Justice Committee is... 
1. To continue the ministry of Jesus by service to marginalized 

persons and persons with special needs 
2. To coordinate programs which will promote justice and 

charity in full measure to all of God’s children 
3. To provide opportunities for parishioners to respond to the 

social needs of today. 

As an expression of gratitude for all that God has done for us, the parishes of the Heart of Mary cluster tithe 3% of what 
is received for adult budget, holy days, Christmas and Easter collections and share it with others in need.  Drawing from 
Sacred Scripture, this practice is known as “First Fruits.”  The Social Justice Committee has the responsibility to evaluate 
the many needs and decide how 2/3 of the First Fruits monies will be distributed.  The committee allocates funds to 
local, national and international causes.  The remaining 1/3 is held and distributed by the parish pastoral councils to 
respond to individual needs within our local communities on a case-by-case basis. The chart below shows how funds 
were distributed during the 2020-21 fiscal year. 

Social Justice 

Special projects:

Thanksgiving Food Drive  $            920 Provided 83 food boxes to local families

Gifts to non-profit organizations

Catherine McAuley Center  $            750 Transitional housing for women and basic education for adults

Birthright  $            500 Counseling and other assistance for women facing an unplanned pregnancy

Catholic Charities - San Antonio  $            500 Winter storm relief

Catholic Relief Services  $            500 Help combat hunger and poverty in 40+ countries

Catholic Worker House  $            500 Food and shelter for homeless and others in need

Chains Interrupted  $            500 Educational efforts to prevent human trafficking and assistance for those affected

Freedom Foundation  $            500 Services for veterans-food, clothing, medical, housing, transportation

NAOMI - Linn County  $            500 Self help, education, support & advocacy for those affected by mental i l lness

Willis Dady  $            500 Provides shelter & other support to homeless and veterans

Center Point-Urbana CSD  $            500 Greatest need of students

North Linn CSD  $            500 Greatest need of students

Vinton-Shellsburg CSD  $            500 Greatest need of students

Camp Courageous  $            300 Respite care and recreational facil ity for individuals of all  ages with disabilities

Families Helping Families  $            300 Programs to support foster fami l ies  and chi ldren

Foundation 2  $            300 Suicide prevention efforts

St. Vincent de Paul  $            300 Ass is tance in the form of food, uti l i ties , rent, furniture & clothing; counsel ing; advocacy

Waypoint Services  $            300 Hous ing and other services  for homeless  and domestic violence victims

 $        8,670 

Since July 2015, the Heart of Mary Cluster, through 
the Social Justice Committee, has donated over 
$50,000 to organizations that help others in need!  
$50,541.22 to be exact!  And that doesn’t include 
all the physical items parishioners have donated 

such as school supplies, hats and mittens, donations to our food 
pantries, Giving Tree gifts, items collected for Birthright and on 
and on.  Nor does it include the 1% tithe that is allocated to indi-
viduals and organizations by the Parish Pastoral Councils.  Way to 
make a difference, Heart of Mary Cluster!!! 

Angie Buck, Dawn 
Atkinson, Connie 
Miller and Leo 
Wobeter load their 
vehicles to deliver  
Thanksgiving food 
boxes. 

The local Scout groups 
donate part of their 
“Scouting for Food”  

collection to our food 
pantries at Sacred Heart 

& St. Mary, Urbana. 

In 2004, St. Mary, Vinton entered into a Sister Parish          
relationship with Notre Dame de Lourdes in Belle     
Fontaine, Haiti.  Since 2007, parishioners have donated 
over $236,000 for our sister parish.  That doesn’t      
include donations of materials and supplies.  Wow!!! 
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Finance 

Name Parish E-mail 

Monica Funk SMV monicafunk1971@gmail.com 

Kelly Allsup SMV rkallsup@gmail.com 

Mike Barron SMV barronmc@icloud.com 

Wendy Willenbring SMU dougandwendy@fmtcs.com 

Tim Meier SMU tpmeier@aol.com  

Chris Overturf SMU coverturf@lattaharris.com 

Deb Michael SHW sdmichael@iowatelecom.net 

Kim Vine SHW kvine@tld-inc.com 

Aaron Maue SHW aaron1@mauefamily.com 

Nancy Dobney — dbq207bm@dbqarch.org 

Jeannie Springer — dbq203sec@dbqarch.org 

Marcia Reilly — m.reilly@dbqarch.org 

The Finance Council serves as an advisory body to     
the Pastor/Parish Life Coordinator regarding the              
administration and stewardship of human resources, 
parish facilities and parish finances, including the    
annual budget. 
Members of the Finance Council are appointed by the 
Pastor/Parish Life Coordinator and should be knowl-
edgeable of and interested in fields of administration 
and finance including, but not limited to, areas such as 
fundraising, financial planning, building maintenance, 
construction, human resources and stewardship. 

Finance Council Members 

 

The table above shows the amount parishioners across all three parishes gave 
in the 2020-21 fiscal year for the following funds:  adult budget, holy day, 
Christmas, Easter and unrestricted donations.   Unrestricted donations       
include donations such as qualified distributions from IRAs, etc.   Note that 
the above totals do not  include parish-specific funds such as monies           
contributed to Vinton’s Lighting Our Way to Faith capital campaign or the 
Building Repair campaign at Urbana. 

Heart of Mary  

Amount Given 
# of Envelope 

Holders 
Total           
Given 

Percentage    
of Envelope 

Holders 

Percentage   
of                   

Contributions 

$0.00  392 $             -    50.07% 0.00% 

$0.01 - $75.00 38   $     1,437 4.85% 0.27% 

$75.01 - $300.00 66 $   12,800 8.43% 2.38% 

$300.01 - $500.00 45 $   18,540 5.75% 3.45% 
$500.01 - $1,000.00 79 $   57,243 10.09% 10.66% 

$1,000.01 - $2,500.00 109 $ 172,470 13.92% 32.11% 

$2,500.01 - $5,000.00 38 $ 130,592 4.85% 24.32% 

Over $5,000.00 16 $ 105,703 2.04% 19.68% 

Non-members N/A $   38,271 N/A 7.13% 

 783 $ 537,056 100.00% 100.00% 

Dave Kelty of St. Mary, Urbana resigned 
from the Finance Council at the end of 
this fiscal year.  We are grateful for his 
time and input on the council!  Please 
join us in thanking him for his service. 

St. Mary, Vinton continues to make 
amazing progress paying down          
the loan they took out from the            
Archdiocese in 2013 to complete the 
gathering space, new classroom, etc.   

At that time, parish leadership was in 
agreement that we would pay off the 
loan before moving on to the next 
phase of the project which will include 
updates in the main body of the 
church. 

The parish’s current cash balance in 
its general fund includes monies     
donated for specific items for the   
interior of the church (such as a new 
baptismal font); that money is being  
held for those intended purposes. 

We look forward to the day when the 
loan is paid off and we can move on 
to the next phase! 

Please  
remember 
your parish in 
your estate  
planning. 

Building Repair Project at St. Mary, Urbana 
In the spring of 2021, work on a project initiated to 
address water infiltration issues at St. Mary, Urbana 
began.  The work was extensive and involved exca-
vating around the church to replace tile and water-

proof the foundation.  New gutters were put in place with the downspouts 
emptying into the tile.  Erosion issues were addressed, sidewalks replaced 
and a new handicap door was installed, among other things.  The project cost 
over $200,000.  Members of the Pastoral and Finance Councils set a goal to 
raise half the cost of the project and use the parish’s savings to cover the   
remainder.   Thanks to the generosity of parishioners, the entire cost of the 
project was covered by donations and we did not have to use our savings! 
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Lighting Our Way to Faith 
St. Mary Vinton Capital Campaign Update 

As of June 30, 2021 
 

Project Costs Incurred             $1.3 million 
Total Pledged to date            $1,132,152 
Pledges Received to date           $1,090,495 
 

Principal Amount Borrowed  $850,000 
Principal Amount Paid to date    $745,939 
Outstanding debt  - 6/30/2021 $104,061 
Interest Paid to date (thru 6/30/21) $  52,303 
Note Due Date :       July 2023 - 10 years from last draw 

Beginning in July 2016, our parish finances were at a point that allowed us to begin to pay $1,500/month from 
our general fund to pay down the debt.  The finance council decided to temporarily suspend the payments during 
the pandemic but resumed them in April 2021.  The loan has an adjustable interest rate.  The current rate is 1.0%. 

 July 2018 - 

June 2019 

 July 2019 - 

June 2020 

 July 2020 - 

June 2021 

 Budget    

2021-2022 

Cash Balance - July 1 33,934$             32,148$         79,901$       50,215$        

Receipts

Parish Subsidies 220,639$          1 242,312$       199,897$     2 242,825$     

Religious Education Tuition/Fees 25,032$             20,308$         24,416$       22,030$        

Religious Education Donations 1,630$               1,517$           1,865$         1,500$          

Donations to cluster - general 4,460$               3,940$           3,330$         3,750$          

Paycheck Protection Program Proceeds 33,888$         -$              

Other Collections/Exchanges 3 -$                   609$               5,413$         -$              

Total Receipts 251,761$          302,574$       234,920$     270,105$     

Expenses

Religious Ed Expenses (incl salaries, taxes, benefits) 149,893$          151,392$       157,474$     180,433$     

Salaries, taxes & benefits - other than RE 85,576$             89,417$         88,834$       96,847$        

Office Expenses 5,117$               3,764$           5,180$         5,990$          

Other Expenses 4 12,963$             5 10,247$         6,582$         17,050$        

Other Collections/Exchanges 2 -$                   -$                -$              -$              

Total expenses 253,547$          254,820$       258,070$     300,320$     

Cash Balance - June 30 32,148$             79,901$         56,752$       20,000$        

Less NCYC (4,402)$             (1,352)$          (6,537)$        

Net balance 27,746$             78,549$         50,215$       6

Notes:
1 The parish subsidies are calculated based on budgeted cluster receipts and expenses.    In 2018-19, expenses were less

 than budgeted.   As a result, the parishes only paid one-half of their normal payment to the cluster in June 2019.
2 Due to the uncertainity surrounding the pandemic, the cluster balance was allowed to grow larger at fiscal year end 2020.

This, combined with the receipt of funds from the Paycheck Protection Program and expense reductions due to the pandemic,

resulted in lower subsidies for fiscal year 2020-21.
3 Other Collections/Exchanges represents amount earned by SMU's RE meals, but not spent for specific purpose by year end,

as well as NCYC fundraising.
4 Other Expenses include cluster expenditures for liturgy, stewardship, parish life, adult education (including cluster missions/

speakers) and misc. expenses such as mileage.  
5 Other Expenses were higher in 2018-19 due to the Lenten parish mission and an increase in mileage expense.
6 The 6/30/2021  cash balance includes $6,537 in funds raised for NCYC which will be used for NCYC and thus 

should not be considered as funds available to the cluster.

Heart of Mary Cluster
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 July 2018 - 

June 2019 

 July 2019 - 

June 2020 

 July 2020 - 

June 2021 

 Budget    

2021-2022 

Cash Balance - July 1 22,978$           20,264$            47,790$         103,343$    

Receipts

Budget - Adults 1 156,860$        177,764$         177,080$       168,000$    

Budget - Youth 1 167$                 72$                    -$                -$             

Offertory 1 6,523$             5,227$              3,440$            4,250$        

Holy Days - including Christmas & Easter 25,614$           22,655$            26,656$         26,550$      

Other Donations/Receipts 1,2 4,745$             16,709$            15,695$         11,900$      

Fundraising - annual special collection (net of costs) 9,867$             1,780$              3 14,155$         11,000$      

Facility & Land rental 2,075$             4 6,200$              550$               5 4,000$        

Paycheck Protection Program Proceeds -$                 4,557$              -$                -$             

Capital Campaign Donations 6 60,378$           36,778$            28,382$         -$             

Archdiocesan Collections 7 7,401$             4,364$              862$               -$             

Other Collections/Exchanges 7 19,229$           11,675$            11,253$         -$             

Total Receipts 292,858$        287,780$         278,073$       225,700$    

Expenses

Cluster subsidy 77,223$           8 84,809$            69,964$         9 84,989$      

Salaries, taxes & benefits 26,158$           27,117$            26,475$         29,900$      

Office Expenses 2,658$             3,240$              4,187$            10 4,325$        

Liturgical 5,827$             6,010$              2,331$            11 6,350$        

Social Justice/First Fruits 4,854$             3,630$              4,424$            5,813$        12

Maintenance & Utilities 23,669$           10 25,342$            22,262$         30,000$      

Land/Building Improvements -$                 -$                  -$                1,750$        

Diocesan TAXA and insurance 42,342$           38,829$            39,661$         40,420$      

Other Expenses 13 2,131$             1,540$              1,000$            1,500$        

Interest Expense 3,487$             3,303$              1,352$            1,658$        

Debt Payment 83,000$           47,000$            36,439$         18,000$      14

Archdiocesan Collections 7 7,401$             4,364$              862$               -$             

Other Collections/Exchanges 7 16,822$           15,070$            -$                -$             

Total expenses 295,572$        260,254$         208,956$       224,705$    

Cash Balance - June 30 20,264$           47,790$            116,906$       104,338$    

Less Haiti funds (5,809)$           (2,409)$            (13,563)$        

Net balance 14,455$           45,381$            103,343$       

Notes:
1 Weekly need published in the bulletin is the sum of the budgeted amounts for the following line items:

Budget - Adult, Budget - Youth, Offertory and Unrestricted Donations divided by 52.
2 Other donations include memorials and sacramental offerings as well as donations for music, social concerns, building fund, etc.
3 The annual special appeal was not conducted in 2019-20 due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
4 Rental income on the farm ground for 2018-19 was not received until July 2019.
5 Rental income on the farm ground for 2020-21 was not received until Sept. 2021.
6 Receipts on pledges are not budgeted as they will be remitted to the Archdiocesan Deposit & Loan as received.
7 We do not budget for Archdiocesan or Other Collections as the monies are remitted to the appropriate organization, 

not held in the parish long-term.  Other collections/exchanges also includes Haiti.
8 See Footnote # 1 on Cluster page.
9 See Footnote # 2 on Cluster page.

10 Office expenses were higher due to increased costs associated with Covid-19 (i.e. mailing bulletins, etc.).
11 Liturgical expenses were less in 2020-21 due to not ordering missalettes/music issues.
12 The budget for Social Justice/First Fruits is calculated as a 3% tithe of what is received for Adult Budget and Holy Days.
13 Other expenses includes items such as mileage, parish life/hospitality expenses & adult ed.
14 Amount budgeted to  pay down debt from parish funds - over and above receipt of monies from parishioners on their pledges.

St. Mary, Vinton
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 July 2018 - 

June 2019 

 July 2019 - 

June 2020 

 July 2020 - 

June 2021 

 Budget    

2021-2022 

Cash Balance - July 1 21,908$       65,801$       57,368$       130,708$     

Receipts

Budget - Adults 1 119,107$     127,845$     123,636$     126,000$     

Budget - Youth 1 618$             401$             23$               -$              

Offertory 1 11,998$       9,938$         7,322$         8,750$         

Holy Days - including Christmas & Easter 15,105$       14,392$       13,557$       14,800$       

Other Donations/Receipts 1,2 34,224$       59,960$       3 236,465$     4 23,150$       

Fundraising - Fall Festival (net of expenses) 13,310$       12,544$       16,775$       13,000$       

Facility rental 2,860$         1,420$         1,200$         1,750$         

Interest 5 77$               81$               56$               65$               

Paycheck Protection Program Proceeds -$              4,324$         -$              -$              

Transfer from Savings 28,000$       

Archdiocesan Collections 6 4,912$         1,793$         1,000$         -$              

Other Collections/Exchanges6 -$              -$              -$              -$              

Total Receipts 202,211$     232,699$     400,033$     215,515$     

Expenses

Cluster subsidy 77,223$       7 84,809$       69,964$       8 84,989$       

Parish Support (SHW) -$              -$              22,022$       9 25,403$       

Salaries, taxes & benefits 21,397$       22,629$       -$              9 -$              

Office Expenses 1,385$         2,633$         2,257$         2,975$         

Liturgical 4,963$         6,871$         617$             10 4,800$         

Social Justice/First Fruits 4,362$         4,983$         4,639$         5,212$         

Maintenance & Utilities 17,748$       18,381$       14,213$       23,425$       

Land/Building Improvements -$              70,963$       11 183,096$     12 16,000$       

Diocesan TAXA and insurance 25,354$       25,217$       28,130$       52,150$       13

Other Expenses14 973$             2,853$         755$             1,650$         

Transfer to Savings -$              -$              -$              -$              

Archdiocesan Collections 6 4,912$         1,793$         1,000$         -$              

Other Collections/Exchanges 6 -$              -$              -$              -$              

Total expenses 158,318$     241,132$     326,693$     216,604$     

Cash Balance - June 30 65,801$       57,368$       130,708$     15 129,619$     

Notes:
1 Weekly need published in the bulletin is the sum of the  budgeted amounts for the following line items:

Budget - Adult, Budget - Youth, Offertory and Unrestricted Donations divided by 52.
2 Other donations/receipts include memorials and sacramental offerings as well as donations for music, social concerns 

 building fund, etc.
3 In 2019-20, over $40,000 was received in memorials and donations for the stained glass window project.
4 In 2020-21, over $172,000 was received for the Building Repair Campaign.
5 SMU has a Restricted Endowment for Faith Formation.  Interest earned is transferred back to the endowment.
6 We do not budget for Archdiocesan or Other Collections as the monies are remitted to the appropriate organization, 

not held in the parish.
7 See Footnote # 1 on Cluster page.
8 See Footnote # 2 on Cluster page.
9 Beginning in 2020-21, payroll expenses for staff shared between SMU & SHW will be reflected in their entirety

on SHW's books, with SMU reimbursing SHW for 50% via Parish Support Expense.
10 Liturgical expenses were less in 2020-21 due to not ordering missalettes/music issues.
11 In 2019-20, Land & Building Improvements reflect the stained glass window project.
12 In 2020-21, Land & Building Improvements reflect the Building Repair project.
13 TAXA charges will be higher in 2021-22 due to the donations received for the Building Repair project in 2020-21.
14 Other expenses include items such as mileage, parish life/hospitality expenses & adult ed.
15 As of 6/30/2021, the parish also has $300,648 in savings subject to draw down for capital improvements as needed.

St. Mary, Urbana
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 July 2018 - 

June 2019 

 July 2019 - 

June 2020 

 July 2020 - 

June 2021 

 Budget    

2021-2022 

Cash Balance - July 1 21,607$       23,654$       35,838$       60,537$       

Receipts

Budget - Adults 1 102,873$     109,464$     100,059$     110,000$     

Budget - Youth 1 178$             20$               -$              -$              

Offertory 1 5,468$         4,078$         2,119$         4,000$         

Holy Days - including Christmas & Easter 10,855$       11,673$       11,836$       12,200$       

Other Donations/Receipts 1,2 9,387$         19,614$       30,969$       19,275$       

Fundraising - Fall Festival (net of expenses) 7,875$         7,792$         6,392$         7,000$         

Facility rental 1,050$         1,050$         775$             1,000$         

Parish Support (SMU) 22,022$       3 25,403$       

Paycheck Protection Program Proceeds -$              4,324$         -$              -$              

Archdiocesan Collections 4 3,758$         1,850$         809$             -$              

Other Collections/Exchanges 4 -$              -$              

Total Receipts 141,444$     159,865$     174,980$     178,878$     

Expenses

Cluster subsidy 66,192$       5 72,694$       59,969$       6 72,847$       

Salaries, taxes & benefits 21,398$       22,629$       44,229$       3 50,806$       

Office Expenses 2,192$         3,368$         7 3,888$         8 3,525$         

Liturgical 4,579$         4,670$         884$             9 3,900$         

Social Justice/First Fruits 4,235$         5,604$         4,646$         5,401$         

Maintenance & Utilities 11,642$       19,131$       10 16,186$       16,645$       

Land/Building Improvements 7,087$         11 -$              877$             3,750$         

Diocesan TAXA and insurance 17,528$       16,494$       17,900$       18,100$       

Other Expenses 12 787$             1,242$         893$             1,150$         

Transfer to Savings -$              -$              -$              -$              

Archdiocesan Collections 4 3,758$         1,850$         809$             -$              

Other Collections/Exchanges 4 -$              -$              -$              -$              

Total expenses 139,397$     147,682$     150,281$     176,124$     

Cash Balance - June 30 23,654$       35,838$       60,537$       13 63,291$       

Notes:
1 Weekly need published in the bulletin is the sum of the  budgeted amounts for the following line items:

Budget - Adult, Budget - Youth, Offertory and Unrestricted Donations divided by 52.
2 Other donations/receipts include memorials and sacramental offerings as well as donations for music, social concerns 

 building fund, etc.
3 Beginning in 2020-21, payroll expenses for staff shared between SMU & SHW will be reflected in their entirety

on SHW's books, with SMU reimbursing SHW for 50% via Parish Support Revenue.
4 We do not budget for Archdiocesan or Other Collections as the monies are remitted to the appropriate organization, 

not held in the parish.
5 See Footnote # 1 on Cluster page.
6 See Footnote # 2 on Cluster page.
7 Office Expenses include Furniture & Equipment (F&E).  The refrigerator that was replaced in the hall in 2019 for 

$641 is considered F&E.
8 Office Expense in 2020-21 includes the cost to set up live streaming for Mass.  This amount was covered by a restricted

donation from a parishioner.
9 Liturgical expenses were less in 2020-21 due to not ordering missalettes/music issues.

10 In 2019-20, Maintenance expenses were higher due to the following:  east door of the church was replaced ($1867),

new sign in front of church ($480) and two new furnaces for church ($5805).
11 In 2018-19, the windows on the first floor of the rectory/office were replaced.
12 Other expenses include items such as mileage, parish life/hospitality expenses & adult ed.
13 As of 6/30/2021, the parish has $253,062 in savings subject to draw down for capital improvement projects as needed.

Sacred Heart, Walker
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Cemeteries 

Directors: 
 Dave Pladsen 
 Lon Lyphout 
 

Lot Price:  $300  (1 spot) 

Directors: 
 Dennis Zieser 
 Monica Zieser 
 

Lot Price:  $450 (3 spots) 

Directors: 
 Mike Krob 
 Bud Miller 
 

Lot Price:  $450  (3 spots) 

Did you know that half of all lot sale   

proceeds are transferred to perpetual 

care to be held in trust to ensure funds 

are available to maintain the cemetery 

forever? 

The principal balance of the perpetual 

care fund is left intact and grows with lot 

sales proceeds, but we are able to use 

the interest generated on the perpetual 

care fund for operations, if needed. 

Cemeteries are separate legal entities 

with their own board of directors,  

independent of  the parish. 

Operating Savings Perpetual 

Account Account Care Fund

Cash Balance - July 1 4,123$          5,685$      13,223$     

Receipts:

Lot sales 600$             450$           

Interest Income 28$            2,794$        

Int trsfrd from Savings/Perpetual Care 2,794$          

Transfer from Savings -$              

Donations 1,223$          

Total Receipts 4,617$          28$            3,244$        

Expenditures/Transfers:

Maintenance 2,759$          

To Perpetual Care from Lot sales 450$             

Interest trsfrd to Operating Account 2,794$        

Transfer to Operating Account

Other Expenses 21$                

Total Expenditures/Transfers 3,230$          -$          2,794$        

Cash Balance - June 30 5,510$          5,713$      13,673$     

St. Mary Vinton Cemetery

Operating Savings Perpetual 

Account Account Care Fund

Cash Balance - July 1 5,535$          25,180$    36,624$     

Receipts:

Lot sales 225$           

Interest Income 126$          8,030$        

Int from Savings/Perpetual Care 8,030$          

Int trsfrd back to Perpetual Care 2,593$        

Donations 1,109$          

Transfer to savings from Operating Acct

Total Receipts 9,139$          126$          10,849$     

Expenditures/Transfers:

Maintenance 4,748$          

Interest to Perpetual Care 2,593$          

Interest trsfrd to Operating Account 8,030$        

Other Expenses 497$             

Total Expenditures/Transfers 7,839$          -$          8,030$        

Cash Balance - June 30 6,835$          25,306$    39,443$     

Sacred Heart Cemetery

Operating Savings Perpetual 

Account Account Care Fund

Cash Balance - July 1 6,681$          8,326$      114,001$   

Receipts:

Lot sales 3,150$          

Interest Income 42$            

Int trsfrd from Savings/Perpetual Care 8,044$          6,500$        

Donations 1,979$          

Total Receipts 13,173$       42$            6,500$        

Expenditures/Transfers:

Maintenance 4,815$          

To Perpetual Care from Lot sales

Interest & Donations to Perpetual Care 6,500$          

Interest trsfrd to Operating Account

Other Expenses

Total Expenditures/Transfers 11,315$       -$          -$            

Cash Balance - June 30 8,539$          8,368$      120,501$   

St. Mary Urbana Cemetery
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Parish/Cluster statistics 
For the Year  

Ended: 6/30/2019 6/30/2020 6/30/2021 

 St. Mary, Vinton 

Total Members 785 726 729 

# of Households 304 284 286 

Baptisms 9 6 7 

Marriages 1 1 3 

First Eucharist 7 0 16 

Confirmation 0 26 0 

Deaths 6 8 6 

 St. Mary, Urbana 

Total Members 942 956 935 

# of Households 295 292 292 

Baptisms 9 12 7 

Marriages 1 1 0 

First Eucharist 13 0 34 

Confirmation 37 0 29 

Deaths 4 1 6 

 Sacred Heart, Walker 

Total Members 598 569 562 

# of Households 210 199 205 

Baptisms 2 2 1 

Marriages 3 0 0 

First Eucharist 7 0 13 

Confirmation 24 1 24 
Deaths 4 4 9 

 Heart of Mary  

Total Members 2325 2251 2226 

# of Households 809 775 783 

Baptisms 20 20 15 

Marriages 5 2 3 

First Eucharist 27 0 63 
Confirmation 61 27 53 

Deaths 14 13 21 

Age Distribution of Parishioners 

      

 SMV  SHW 

0-5 yrs 47 6.45%  15 2.67% 

6-18 yrs 150 20.57%  126 22.42% 

19-39 yrs 107 14.68%  103 18.33% 

40-65 yrs 262 35.94%  213 37.90% 

66 + yrs 163 22.36%  105 18.68% 

 729   562  

      

 SMU  Total 

0-5 yrs 54 5.77%  116 5.21% 

6-18 yrs 233 24.92%  509 22.86% 

19-39 yrs 218 23.32%  428 19.23% 

40-65 yrs 325 34.76%  800 35.94% 

66 + yrs 105 11.23%  373 16.76% 

 935   2226  

In the 2020-2021 fiscal year, we welcomed the following 
families  and individuals to the Heart of Mary cluster: 

 Barbara Colucci (SMV) 
 Emily & Cody Fuller - Knox & River (SMU) 
 Jason & Shari Keeney - Bryce & Garrett (SMU) 
 Ty Hayes (SMV) 
 Patricia Seevell (SMU) 
 Wesley & Amanda Recker - Lincoln, Lowen & Livie (SMV) 
 Lee & MaryAnn Heying - Gabbie, Blayke & Brenden (SMU) 
 Michael & Brandy Meisheid - Zachary (SHW) 
 Connie Havran & Matt Wason (SMU) 
 Dennis Palmer (SMU) 
 Stephanie & Zach Reed (SHW) 

And we mourned the loss of these parishioners… 
 Isabelle Michael  (SHW) - July 31, 2020 
 Ken “Red” Greiner (SHW) - August 11, 2020 
 Steve Albert (SMU) - August 15, 2020 
 Mary Ann Burke (SHW) - August 30, 2020 
 Frank Smith (SMV) - November 2, 2020 
 Frank Zieser (SHW) - November 2, 2020 
 Vernon Kuhn (SMU) - November 16, 2020 
 James Seevell (SMU) - November 19, 2020 
 Ralph Wessling (SMV) - November 30, 2020 
 Eileen Knight (SHW) - December 4, 2020 
 Everett Moore (SHW) - January 21, 2021 
 Dan Kochuyt (SMU) - January 25, 2021 
 Shirley Miller (SMV) - February 5, 2021 
 Merle Roths (SMV) - February 8, 2021 
 Gabrielle Devereux (SHW) - March 6, 2021 
 Roger Sturtz (SMU) - March 23, 2021 
 Charlotte Eldred (SMU) - April 2, 2021 
 David Hughes (SMV) - April 12, 2021 
 Marjorie Schaefers (SHW) - May 5, 2021 
 Nancy Flickinger (SMV) - May 23, 2021 
 Willard Horak (SHW) - June 12, 2021  

We welcomed the following individuals into the Church 
through the waters of baptism… 

 Drew Alexander, son of Chad & Angie (SMU) 
 Knox Fuller, son of Emily & Cody (SMU) 
 Dylan Turnis, son of Matt & Liz (SMV) 
 Rylee Cunningham, daughter of Josh & Lindsey (SMU) 
 Harper Sommerlot, daughter of Matt & Jamie (SMU) 
 Hattie Holthaus, daughter of Justin & Kaila (SMU) 
 Eliana Lewis, daughter of Emily & Nick (SMV) 
 Livie Recker, daughter of Wesley & Amanda (SMV) 
 Barrett Stinson, son of Robert & Tiffany (SMV) 
 Luke Miller, son of Anthony & Kelly (SMU) 
 Waylon Roseberry, son of Kelly & Jon (SMU) 
 Zachary Meisheid, son of Michael & Brandy (SHW) 
 Lydia Wagner, daughter of Luke & Danielle (SMV) 
 Lucas Schultz, son of Adam & Megan (SMV) 
 Rhett Robertson, son of Brea & Cody (SMV) 
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Heart of Mary Cluster 

The Parishes of St. Mary, Urbana; Sacred 

Heart, Walker; and St. Mary, Vinton 

PO Box 116  

Walker, IA  52352 
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Christmas Mass Schedule 
Christmas Eve Mass, Friday, December 24 

4:00 p.m. St. Mary, Vinton  

 6:00 p.m. St. Mary, Urbana 
 

Christmas Day Mass, Saturday, December 25 

8:00 a.m. Sacred Heart, Walker 

9:30 a.m. St. Mary, Urbana 

All are welcome! 
NOTE:  There will NOT be a 5:15 Mass at       

Sacred Heart on Saturday, December 25 

We hope you and your family will join us in person this year   
to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ!  

The Heart of Mary Cluster, inspired by the Holy Spirit, provides a welcoming faith community  
in which we proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ  by the way we live,  

by our worship together and in serving others. 


